
Northern Neonatal Network Developments
“Continuous learning is the minimum requirement for success in any field.”  

Sue Thompson - QI Lead NNN

Lynne Paterson - Lead Nurse NNN



Very Early Baby: Specific challenges at 22 weeks

• New approach

• National guidance

• BAPM 2019 Framework for practice

• Outlook can look very different dependent on denominator

• Very hard to ensure clarity of explanation to parents before delivery

• Video aims to help standardise approach

• Format not influenced by individuals

• Information given not influenced by location of presentation (SCU v NIC)

• Help clinicians who encounter very low gestation infrequently



Edge of viability training

• A group of usually 4 clinicians (L3 Cons Neo/ANNP/HST) who will provide a ½ day workshop to clinicians in 
SCU’s. 

• This training has a lecture outlining the BAPM framework, the data behind this and the network framework.

• Followed by breaking into small groups and create simulated counselling sessions of potential scenarios with 
various contributory factors changing the risk profile and with the ‘families’ having varying preferences for 
the approach to care should their baby deliver.

• The candidate group is predominantly consultant paediatricians and obstetricians though we have had some 
senior nursing and midwifery staff take part as well.

• This training has been provided across the region and for the senior paediatric trainees over the last few 
years.



National Neonatal Palliative Care Programme



SIM training

End of Life Neonatal Simulation Training: Enhancing 
Compassionate Care
•

• Course Overview

• This course is designed to help equip healthcare 
professionals with the skills, knowledge, and some 
experience in the management of end-of-life care in the 
neonatal intensive care unit (NICU). Through simulations, 
participants will be immersed in realistic scenarios where 
they must navigate sensitive communication, decision 
making, and collaborative teamwork while providing 
compassionate care to both patients and the families.

• Course Objectives

• By the end of this course, participants will be able to

• Understand the physiological, psychological, and emotional 
challenges associated with end of life care for neonates.

• Develop familiarity and understand the challenges in 
engaging in these sensitive conversations – developing 
empathetic communication with families regarding 
prognosis and decisions about care.

• Identify ethical considerations and understand the process 
by which guide decision making for professionals and 
families in situations of neonatal death and withdrawal of 
life sustaining treatments.

• Demonstrate teamwork and collaboration in providing 
compassionate care in end of life scenarios.

• Provide support and self-care strategies to cope with 
emotional and psychological stress related to neonatal 
death.

• Practice debriefing and reflective practices to promote 
personal and professional development.



Neonatal Comfort Care 
Bundle 2015 and 2025

• As a Network, we recognised some years ago that there were 
examples of excellent palliative and end of life care across our 
region, but that it was often difficult to “learn from each other” 
and try to standardise such best practice and minimise variation.

• To address this, a dedicated group of medics, nurses and others 
started a process to produce a framework to assist all those 
involved in providing care for babies with terminal conditions and 
life-limiting illnesses and prepare them and their parents. 

• We know on neonatal units a baby’s condition can change 
quickly, and this can occur without warning, but for the cases 
where palliative care / death can be planned, we have drafted 
this new “Care Bundle” to help that process

• 2025: A working group developed to review and update the NCCB 
to support the practical implementation of the BAPM Framework 
for practice; Recognising uncertainty: an integrated framework 
for palliative care in perinatal medicine.



NNN Position Statement

What is a position statement for?

The main purpose of the positioning statement is to guide all the teams. It can define the way our ODN wants our families 
and the public in the North East and North Cumbria to perceive us.
What’s more, it’s a strategic tool used internally to ensure consistency in messaging across all aspects of neonatal 
palliative care within the NNN.



Supporting staff to support babies and families facing 
uncertainty in the Northern Neonatal Network
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